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Appendix 4 
 
 THE REVIEW AND HERALD, Jan. 4, 1881 
 Ellen G. White 
 

It has been our study to devise some plan for the establishment of a literary society which 
shall prove a benefit to all connected with it, —a society in which all its members shall feel a moral 
responsibility to make it what it should be, and to avoid the evils that have made such associations 
dangerous to religious principle. Persons of discretion and good judgment, who have a living 
connection with Heaven, who will see the evil tendencies, and, not deceived by Satan, will move 
straight forward in the path of integrity, continually holding aloft the banner of Christ, —such a class 
are needed to control in these societies. Such an influence will command respect, and make these 
gatherings a blessing rather than a curse. If men and women of mature age would unite with young 
persons to organize and conduct such a literary society, it might become both useful and interesting. 
But when such gatherings degenerate into occasions for fun and boisterous mirth, they are anything 
but literary or elevating. They are debasing to both mind and morals. 

Bible reading, the critical examination of Bible subjects, essays written upon topics which 
would improve the mind and impart knowledge, the study of the prophecies or the precious lessons 
of Christ, —these will have an influence to strengthen the mental powers and increase spirituality. 
And why should not the Bible be brought into such meetings? There is a deplorable ignorance of 
God’s word, even with those who are thought to be intelligent. 
 

“Most wondrous book! bright candle of the Lord! 
Star of eternity! the only light 
By which the bark of man can navigate 
The sea of life, and gain the coast of bliss securely.” 

 
Why should not this book—this precious treasure—be exalted and esteemed as a valued 

friend? This is our chart across the stormy sea of life. It is our guide-book, showing us the way to the 
eternal mansions, and the character we must have to inhabit them. There is no book the perusal of 
which will so elevate and strengthen the mind as the study of the Bible. Here the intellect will find 
themes of the most elevated character to call out its powers. There is nothing that will so endow with 
vigor all our faculties as bringing them in contact with the stupendous truths of revelation. The effort 
to grasp and measure these great thoughts expands the mind. We may dig down deep into the mine 
of truth, and gather precious treasures with which to enrich the soul. Here we may learn the true way 
to live, the safe way to die. 

A familiar acquaintance with the Scriptures sharpens the discerning powers, and fortifies the 
soul against the attacks of Satan. The Bible is the sword of the Spirit, which will never fail to 
vanquish the adversary. It is the only true guide in all matters of faith and practice. —Ellen G. White. 
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