A CHRISTMAS STUDY
Christmas Study
"The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine." But God will have a
people upon the earth to maintain the Bible, and the Bible only, as the standard of all
doctrines and the basis of all reforms. Before accepting any doctrine or precept, we
should demand a plain "Thus saith the Lord" in its support. GC 595.
R&H 12-11-1879
We are rapidly approaching the season of the holidays, and many conscientious ones
are now questioning what course they may pursue that will be pleasing in the sight of
God. By the world the holidays are spent in frivolity and extravagance, gluttony and
display. It is the prevailing custom at this time to make and receive presents. And it is no
small burden upon the mind to know how to distribute these gifts among friends so that
none will feel slighted. It is a fact that much envy and jealousy are often created by this
custom of making presents.
Thousands of dollars will be worse than thrown away upon the coming Christmas and
New Year's in needless indulgences. But it is our privilege to depart from the customs
and practices of this degenerate age; and instead of expending means merely for the
gratification of the appetite, or for needless ornaments or articles of clothing, we may
make the coming holidays an occasion in which to honour and glorify God.
We advise all our brethren and sisters to make a decided reform in regard to these
festal days. Those who appreciate the gift of God's dear Son to save them from ruin,
now have a favourable opportunity to give tangible proofs of their gratitude by rendering
to God their thank offerings.
PROVERBS 15:27
He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house; but he that hateth gifts shall live.
R&H 12-11-1879
In our principles of action we must be elevated above the customs and fashions of the
world. Christ came to our world to elevate the minds of men to the divine level, and to
bring them into sympathy with the mind of God.
COLOSSIANS 1:15-23
Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were
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all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by
him and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the
head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in
all things he might have the pre-eminence. For it pleased the Father that in him should
all fullness dwell; And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to
reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things
in heaven. And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked
works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to present you
holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: If ye continue in the faith and
settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and
which was preached to every creature which is under heaven.
R&H 12-11-1879
Christmas day, precious reminder of the sacrifice made in man's behalf, should not be
devoted to gluttony and self-indulgence, thus exalting the creature above the Creator.
1 THESSALONIANS 5:4-5
But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye
are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of
darkness.
R&H 12-11-1879
Let us who are partakers of this great salvation show that we have some appreciation of
the gift, by rendering to God our thank-offerings. If we would indulge less in feasting and
merriment upon these occasions, and instead make them the means of benefiting
humanity, we should better meet the mind of God.
1 PETER 1:13, 17-19
Wherefore gird up your loins of your minds, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace
that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; And if ye call on the
Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the
time of your sojourning here in fear: Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by
tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot.
R&H 12-11-1879
Our holidays have been perverted from their intended use. Gifts are lavished upon one
another, and praise which should have been given to God, to whom all these things
belong, is bestowed upon poor mortals.
JEREMIAH 3:21-22
A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping and supplications of the children of
Israel: for they have perverted their way, and they have forgotten the Lord their God.
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Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come unto
thee; for thou art the Lord our God.
R&H 12-11-1879
Shall we have a Christmas tree? Will it not be like the world? We answer, You can
make it like the world if you have a disposition to do so, or you can make it as unlike the
world as possible.
JEREMIAH 10:1-6
Hear ye the word which the Lord speaketh unto you, O house of Israel: Thus saith the
Lord, Learn not the ways of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven;
for the heathen are dismayed at them. For the customs of the people are vain: for one
cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe. They
deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move
not. They are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: they must needs be borne,
because they cannot go. Be not afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither also is it
in them to do good. Forasmuch as there is none like unto thee, O Lord; thou art great,
and thy name is great in might.
R&H 12-26-1882
I feel sad as I think how many are so engrossed with thoughts of their friends and the
gifts they are preparing for them that they will lose sight of their obligations to God. They
will not seek to purify the soul temple from defilement that they may present to the Lord
an offering in righteousness.
II PETER 3:17-18
Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being
led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness. But grow in
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both
now and for ever. Amen.
R&H 12-26-1882
I entreat the followers of Jesus not to let the precious opportunities of these coming
days pass unimproved. Let not time and means be spent in preparing gifts which will
benefit neither giver nor receiver. Remember that both your time and means are
intrusted you of God, and that he will call you to account for the manner in which you
employ his gifts. As Christians we cannot honour a custom which is not approved of
Heaven.
LEVITICUS 18:30
Therefore shall ye keep mine ordinance, that ye commit not any one of these
abominable customs, which were committed before you, and that ye defile not
yourselves therein: I am the Lord your God.
LUKE 12:19-21
And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine
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ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul
shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou has provided?
So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.
R&H 12-26-1882
Who are willing this year to deviate from their usual custom? How many will turn their
thoughts and plans into a more elevated, heavenly channel? In this time of peril and
backsliding from God because of selfish indulgence, will we not look from the human to
the divine? Will we not show our remembrance of God and our gratitude for his
continual mercies, and, above all, for the gift of his dear Son? Shall we not seek to
conform to the Divine Model? To imitate Him who went about doing good?
1 CORINTHIANS 15:48-50
As is the earthly, such are they also that are earthly: and as is the heavenly, such are
they also that are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the earthly, we shall
also bear the image of the heavenly. Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.
R&H 12-26-1882
While urging upon all the duty of first bringing their offerings to God, I would not wholly
condemn the practice of making Christmas and New years gifts to our friends. It is right
to bestow upon one another tokens of love and remembrance if we do not in this forget
God, our best friend. We should make our gifts such as will prove a real benefit to the
receiver. I would recommend such books as will be an aid in understanding the word of
God, or that will increase our love for its precepts.
PROVERBS 6:23
For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the
way of life:
1 PETER 4:8-10
And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the
multitude of sins. Use hospitality one to another without grudging. As every man hath
received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God.
R&H 12-9-1884
"Christmas is coming," is the note that is sounded throughout our world from East to
West and from North to South. With youth, those of mature age, and even the aged, it is
a period of general rejoicing, of great gladness. But what is Christmas, that it should
demand so much attention? This day has been made much of for centuries. It is
accepted by the unbelieving world, and by the Christian world generally, as the day on
which Christ was born. When the world at large celebrate the day, they show no honour
to Christ. They refuse to acknowledge him as their Saviour, to honour him by willing
obedience to his service. They show preference to the day, but none to the one for
whom the day is celebrated, Jesus Christ.
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MARK 7:6-9
He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it
is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.
Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing
of pots and cups: and many other such like. And he said unto them, Full well ye reject
the commandment of God that ye may keep your own tradition.
R&H 12-9-1884
The twenty-fifth of December is supposed to be the day of the birth of Jesus Christ, and
its observance has become customary and popular. But yet there is no certainty that we
are keeping the veritable day of our Saviour's birth. History gives us no certain
assurance of this. The Bible does not give us the precise time. Had the Lord deemed
this knowledge essential to our salvation, he would have spoken through his prophets
and apostles, that we might know all about the matter. But the silence of the Scriptures
upon this point evidences to us that it is hidden from us for the wisest purposes. In his
wisdom, the Lord concealed the place where he buried Moses. God buried him, and
God resurrected him, and took him to heaven. This secrecy was to prevent idolatry.
ISAIAH 45:15-16
Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour. They shall be
ashamed, and also confounded, all of them: they shall go to confusion together that are
makers of idols.
R&H 12-9-1884
For the very same purpose he has concealed the precise day of Christ's birth; that the
day should not receive the honour that should be given to Christ as the Redeemer of
the world, - one to be received, to be trusted, to be relied on as he who could save to
the uttermost all who come unto him. The soul's adoration should be given to Jesus as
the Son of the infinite God.
There is no divine sanctity resting upon the twenty-fifth of December; and it is not
pleasing to God that anything that concerns the salvation of man through the infinite
sacrifice made for them, should be so sadly perverted from its professed design. Christ
should be the supreme object; but as Christmas has been observed, the glory is turned
from him to mortal man, whose sinful, defective character made it necessary for him to
come to our world.
ACTS 17:29-31
Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead
is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device. And the times of
this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent:
Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness
by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in
that he hath raised him from the dead.
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R&H 12-9-1884
Christmas is coming. May you all have wisdom to make it a precious season. Let
everyone remember the claims of God. His cause cannot go forward without your aid.
Let the gifts you have usually bestowed upon one another be placed in the Lord's
treasury.
MALACHI 3:7-8
Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have
not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts. But ye
said, Wherein shall we return? Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say,
Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.
R&H 12-9-1884
Christmas is not observed as its name implies it should be. Man has forsaken God in
almost everything, and has turned the attention to self. He has left the pure springs of
living waters which flow from the throne of God, and hewn out to himself broken
cisterns, which can hold no water. God gave man a probation that he might be fitted for
heaven. He was to look upward to God, who was to be the soul's adoration;
II CORINTHIANS 3:17-18
Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all,
with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed from glory to
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.
R&H 12-9-1884
Let your skill and your capacities be employed to make the coming Christmas one of
intense interest, paying your addresses to the God of heaven in willing, grateful
offerings. Follow no longer the world's customs. Make a break here, and see if this
Christmas cannot show thousands of dollars flowing into the treasury, that God's
storehouse may not be empty. You may not be recompensed on earth, but you will be
rewarded in the future life, and that abundantly. Let those who have so long planned for
self now begin to plan for the cause of God, and you will certainly have increased
wisdom.
MATTHEW 25:14-15, 21
For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own
servants, and delivered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave five talents, to
another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and
straightway took his journey. (Let us all as sons and daughters of God pray to hear this
answer.) His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast
been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into
the joy of the lord.
MATTHEW 25:31-34
When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations:
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and he shall separate them one from another as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the
goats: And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall
the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:
R&H 12-11-1888
We are nearing the close of another year. Christmas and New Year's will soon be here.
Let us candidly and carefully review our life during the year that is about to pass, with its
burden of history, into eternity, and consider the many tokens we have bestowed upon
us. The most unspeakable gift which God could bestow upon the world was the gift of
his beloved Son.
EPHESIANS 1:3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:
JOHN 3:16-17
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son
into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.
R&H 12-17-1889
Although we do not know the exact day of Christ's birth, we would honour the sacred
event. May the Lord forbid that any one should be so narrow-minded as to overlook the
event because there is an uncertainty in regard to the exact time. Let us do what we can
to fasten the minds of the children upon those things which are precious to every one
who loved Jesus. Let us teach them how Jesus came into the world to bring hope,
comfort, peace, and happiness to all. The angels explained the reason of their great joy,
saying, "For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord." Then, children and youth, as you celebrate the coming Christmas, will you not
count up the many things for which you are to be grateful, and will you not present a
gratitude offering to Christ, and so reveal that you do appreciate the heavenly gift? The
wise men were guided by the star to the place where the young child was, brought
offerings of gold and frankincense and myrrh. When they found the Promised One, they
worshiped him. Children, you may ask, "What gifts can we bring to Jesus?" You can
give him your hearts. What offering is so sacred as the soul temple cleansed from its
defilement of sin?
PSALMS 4:2-5
O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into shame? How long will ye love
vanity, and seek after leasing? But know that the Lord hath set apart him that is godly
for himself: the Lord will hear when I call unto him. Stand in awe, and sin not: commune
with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. Offer the sacrifices of righteousness,
and put your trust in the Lord.

www.temcat.com 7

Christmas Study

R&H 12-9-1890
Even Christmas, the day observed professedly in honour of the birthday of Christ, has
been made a most effective means of turning the mind away from Christ, away from his
glory. If Christmas is kept at all, it should be kept in a way that will be in harmony with its
significance.
COLOSSIANS 2:6-8
AS ye therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted and built up
in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with
thanksgiving. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.
R&H 12-9-1890
Christ should be remembered, his name honoured; the old, old story of his love should
be recounted. Instead of saying by our actions that we are putting Christ out of our
minds and hearts, we should testify to men, to angels, and to God, that we remember
our Redeemer, by following his example of self-sacrifice for others' good. But the day
chosen to honour Christ is devoted by the many to honouring and pleasing themselves.
Appointed to keep the Saviour in remembrance, it is spent in causing him to be
forgotten.
PSALMS 50:22-23
Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to
deliver. Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth his conversation
aright will I shew the salvation of God.
After December 9, 1890, Mrs. White did not write any more counsel on the holidays,
which leads me to believe that as time passed she put less importance on worldly
celebrations.
7BC 978
Who is to compose the hundred and forty-four thousand. They who are the elect of God
will in a short time know without question. My brethren and sisters, appreciate and study
the truths God has given for you and your children. Spend not your time in seeking to
know that which will be no spiritual help. "What shall I do to inherit eternal life?" This is
the all-important question, and it has been clearly answered. "What is written in the law?
How readest thou?"
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